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BACKGROUND: An important goal of schooling is to prepare school graduates to take part in societal processes and become engaged and empowered citizens. In the area of statistics education, an argument repeated by many scholars (e.g., Gal, 2002; Ridgway, 2015) is that the learning of statistics can help students to become informed citizens who can engage statistical messages with a critical perspective and can not only interpret statistical messages (e.g., in the media) but also relate the soundness of statistical arguments. However, bringing students to that stage is an uphill battle, given many challenges involved in statistics education (Batanero, Burrill, & Reading, 2011). 
METHOD: Several challenges exist in statistics education. According to Ograjensek & Gal (2015), a critical challenge involves issues of students’ acceptance of purpose, i.e., understanding the "Need to Know", i.e., the purpose for the whole exercise of interpreting data, and the value of good data, within the broader environment or societal context which statistics aims to inform. Another is the motivational aspect of how to make the technical and conceptual knowledge learned within a statistics class appear relevant and interesting to students. Both of these challenges, regarding purpose and motivation, become especially pressing when trying to connect students with official statistics which describe important societal phenomena. This paper focuses on a specific aspect in this regard, that of engaging students with statistics about trends in society, e.g., regarding demographic changes, trends in crime or educational achievement or economic variables, to give just a few examples. 
FINDINGS: Data about such and related civic topics are usually produced by official statistics agencies and pertain to dynamic phenomena that change over time and require attention to multiple subgroups, hence are multivariate in nature. Data products from official statistics agencies that aim for the general public, such as press releases, often involve tables and graphs combined with descriptive tests. A literature search we have conducted shows that very few studies focus on issues associated with teaching and learning of such data products that are in the public sphere. While statistics producers create data products that contain essential information regarding trends and patterns in society, they are normally not included in traditional approaches to teaching statistics.

CONCLUSIONS: Given the above, a new challenge emerges, regarding how to create motivated students who are willing and ready to engage products of official statistics agencies and interpret them in a meaningful way, and how to help them see the value of official statistics in exploring trends in society. The present study focuses on a subset of this area, related to students' work on students work on data about society that is presented in tabular form, given its ubiquity. The present study focuses on a subset of this area, related to students' work on students work on data about society that is presented in tabular form. 
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